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TM  PFGRPn  ”^0  T.  F.  KOGAW’S  APTICLE,  "IS  TELEPATHY  POSGTHLE?" 

Tarasorko 

article  by  I.  f*.  Eooan,  published  in  your  -journal  (No.  1, 
196^)  ir.  an  '^xamnle  of  how  ’•he  heoret  ica  1-in  format  iona  1 apnroarh, 
evon  to  M f- 1 e-s*- u d i=>i  processor  of  information  ’ransmissi  or  , may 
Yield  SD^rific  r^^ommenda’-ions.  T.  W.  Kogan's  calculations  shotild  not 
be  considered  as  proof  of  bho  validity  of  the  magnetic  nature  of 
♦•elena*h<c  signals  or  of  ’•he  existence  of  telepa’-hy.  Such  nroo’"  may 
be  given  onl v by  experimental  research.  It  does  follow  from  these 
calculations,  however,  that  if  telepathy  exists  and  if  it  takes  place 
by  means  of  radio  waves,  t},en  one  should  look  in  ’•he  range  of 
wa ve’ erg’^ h s ^rom  1^^0-1000  km.  One  can  hardly  dispute  the  value  of 
such  rocommepda 1 1 on s. 

Tn  nar*'icular,  T.  *1.  Kogan's  conclusions  make  it  nosai^'le  to 


J 


f^ubipc*-  a number  of  previously  ronducted  experimpis  o cri’-icism. 
^irst,  in  at.erapts  fo  directly  record  ’’telepathic"  radio  signals 
measurements  were  made  in  many  sectors  of  the  spectrum  from  the 
millimetor  to  the  kilometer  range  but  no  one  attempted  to  s^t  up 
experiments  in  the  most  promising  (as  has  now  become  clear)  range. 
Second,  ’■he  literature  describes  attempts  to  experimentally  study  the 
effect  o’"  various  (including  metallic)  screens  on  telepathic 
communication.  Tha  con’- radi ct ion  of  conclusions  of  various  authors 
and  the  absence  of  unarahiguity  in  the  experiments  o^  others  may  now 
easily  be  connected:  none  of  the  employed  screens  could  orovide 
appreciable  screening  of  wavelengths  ot  100-1000  km.  Finally,  of 
imoortance  for  further  investigations  are  recommendations  of  a 
methodical  nature  with  respect  to  recording  the  significant 
narametprs  (distance,  duration  of  the  seance,  the  transmittod 
guanti*-v  of  information  or  probabilities  of  transmitted  information) 
which  generally  was  not  done  in  Dr®vious  experiments  or  was  done 
unintentionally  (orecisely  such  random  occurrences  made  it  possit'le 
’"or  T.  *1.  »fogan  to  draw  his  conclusions). 

The  apDearaacp  of  I.  M.  Kogan’s  article  will  contrihjte  to  .an 
increased  level  of  discussion  on  the  existence  and  natur?  ot 
telepathy.  At  4-he  present  time  it  is  not  permissible  in  such 
discussions  to  consider  as  "arguments"  the  exposure  of  frauds  or  ores 
own  belief  or  disbelief  in  the  possibility  of  such  a phenomenon,  only 
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sci»n*-i^i:;  proof  ar  scientific  refutation  may  be  considered  as  the 
resul*"  of  +he  discussion. 

T must  mako  one  remark  conrerninq  ♦’he  calculations  in  ♦he 
article  under  discussion.  The  Shannon-Tailor  formula  for  the 
♦ransmi ssi ve  capacity  of  a Gaussian  channel  is  used  as  ♦he  initial 
formula  for  the  calculations.  Fxoresson  (1)  is  valid  only  whe», 
certain  conditions  are  satisfied  including  those  such  as  the  Gaussian 
ea^ute  o^  coding  and  the  sensitivity  of  the  receiver  to  the  ^orm  of 
♦ he  siqnal,  i.e.,  also  to  the  phase  and  amplitude  relationships.  !♦ 
is  not  at  all  apnarent  that  these  conditions  must  also  bo  satisfied 
in  the  eyguined  case.  Consequently  the  evaluations  o*^  th^  noner 
obtained  in  the  article  are  low.  Tf,  for  example,  we  assume  that  the 
receiver  is  sensitive  only  to  changes  of  the  onveione  of  the  siunal 
♦hen  at  an  information  transmission  rate  on  the  order-  o'"  0.02-0.1 
bit/s  (see  Table  1)  the  lower  estimation  of  the  necessary  power  mus* 
bp  increased  by  at  least  an  order.  For  the  case  i»/?a  this  is 
i nsiqnif  i can  t , but  ''or  (see  Fiq.  1)  the  data  anoroaches  tve 

limit  of  the  range  ot  acceptability.  In  the  case  of  communication  in 
♦he  7oro  of  induction  those  corrections  do  not  plav  a special  role. 

ft  should  be  emphasized  that  «-he  indicatori  refinement  actually 
does  not  affect  T.  1.  Kogan's  conclusions  (it  is  true  that  th(»  unner 
evaluation  X should  be  increased  3-4  times)  since  all  of  the  examine) 
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rasos  hplDnq  to  communication  with  PclPm>\  (see  Tahl^  2),  How«»v«»l, 
when  examining  Ion g-iistance  telepathic  communication  (PclPa't\)  , 

‘^xamDles  of  which  ar“  giv^n  in  a nnmt«er  of  sources,  this  correction 
ran  herome  guite  significant  (reach  several  orders)  an^  must  be  taten 
in*'o  account-. 

F.  Tarasento's  let^rr  contains  interesting  ideas  which 
supplement  and  develop  several  positions  in  ray  article,  r agrea  with 
'^arasenko’s  criticisms,  although  the  suggestion  for 
opti  miva*^  i on  of  biological  communication  which  I made  in  the 
teginnlnn  of  the  article,  in  general,  includes  the  sa*- isfa  c*  ion  of 
♦^hose  rondi*-ions  which  are  ^he  subject  of  discussion  in  his  le*-^er. 

Mevert  ho)  ass , his  sta*-eraents  are  comoletelv  founded  and  are  of 
in^eres^- . 

r 

r 

T would  like  to  take  this  opportunitv  to  thank  the  editors  and  | 

'^arasenko  for  their  attention  to  my  work  and  for  nar  tici  ua^  ion 
in  tto  discussion  o^  questions  which  it  raised. 

'’“spect  f ul  1 V , 


T.  1.  '’ogan 
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